 The Hogan’s Alley community in “Vancouver”
was a haven for Black men, who were employed
as car porters.

« From 1919 onwards, Hogan’s Alley was an
ethnocultural hub Iin Vancouver for Black
people. It was full of Black businesses, housing,
nightclubs, restaurants and the African Methodist
Episcopal Church.

« In 1972, the community was displaced and
houses destroyed as a result of the City of
Vancouver’s urban renewal policy. This racist

policy targeted the Black community as a
“blight.”

« The fragmentation of Vancouver’s Black
community was a purposeful action that left
Black people without cultural centring in the city.

 As the City of Vancouver voted in favour of the
removal of the Georgia Viaduct, Black activists
seized the opportunity to reclaim community.
The Hogan’s Alley Working Group (HAWG) was
formed and worked with the city’s staff and

architects to imagine the future of “Vancouver’s
Black community.

» At the behest and direct activism of the Black

community, the North East False Creek Area
Plan, including a Hogan’s Alley Block and
Cultural Centre, was approved by city council.
The all-Black HAWG worked together with the
community, architects and city planners to
design a new blueprint and vision for a Hogan’s
Alley recentring.

In March 2019, Black-prioritized and -focused
modular homes were opened on Hogan’s Alley
Block. Nora Hendrix Place was named after
community leader and legend Nora Hendrix,
mother of Jimi Hendrix, who grew up in the
Hogan’s Alley community.

Newspaper clipping (“negros next door”)
Headline and article from the Vancouver Sun, July 19, 1952,
The headline reads “Negroes Live Next Door.”
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Following the logic of systemic white supremacy that
devalued Black lives and property, and disguised under
the banner of urban renewal, we were displaced from the
only space in which we could find community. As part
of this white supremist logic, our lives were intentionally
constructed as blights, our businesses destroyed,
our collected joys dissipated to provide a highway to
nowhere for the white community.

The Vancouver Sun, June 8, 1926.
Reads “Intervention is not favored in Hogan’s Alley.”
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For Black people who came to “Vancouver,” Hogan’s Alley
was a sort of Home in a city that often denies basic services
to Black people. Some came to live permanently, and others,
such as famous jazz artist Louis Armstrong, came to visit and
perform in Vancouver, only to be denied entry and service iIn
other areas of town. Thus they were directed to Hogan'’s Alley,
where they could find welcoming faces and community.

TAURIT 1 (UK S TORY. THE 5 TUR
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Under the banner of urban renewal, the City of Vancouver, with
support from the Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation
(CMHC) and provincial government, devalued Black lives and
property. As part of this white supremist logic, our lives were
iIntentionally constructed as blights, our businesses destroyed,
our collected joys dissipated to provide a highway to nowhere
for the white community.

Working with provincial and federal programs and supported by
the CMHC, the construction of the Georgia Viaduct completed
the displacement of the Black community, a process of
divestment and dislocation that had started much earlier through
the abandonment of services and resources.

The Vancouver Sun, April 22, 1939.
Reads “Rats, Filth, Neatness in Hogan’s Alley.”
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With the Black community gone, scattered into neighbourhoods
that did not welcome them, ongoing waves of Black people
who moved here to make “Vancouver” home were robbed of a
community to welcome and support them. The loss of the heart and
heartbeat of the community has had ongoing impacts on the social,
cultural, spiritual and economic wellbeing of Black people here.

Viaduct
The Georgia Viaduct amid construction, November 1, 1970.
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The City of “Vancouver” in 2015 voted to replace the Georgia
Viaduct not because it was a symbol of Black erasure and
oppression, but rather because it had become seismically
unstable. As the city presented plans that ignored the deep
and controversial history of this area, a small group of local
Black activists, galvanized by this blatant erasure, formed a
pocket of resistance, advocating for the city to redress past

wrongs by returning the city block to the stewardship of the
Black community.

Picture from the Hogan’s Alley revival blockade, 2020.
Photograph courtesy of Hogan’s Alley Society.



Black prosperity can look like the arcs of everyday Black
people asserting their Blackness, culture and community
In a hostile and white colonial context.

Image from the “Vancouver” Archives titled “CPR Porter Pressing Uniform.”

The image shows a Black railway porter pressing uniforms. As with other Black folks from
this time period, the man’s name and information were not labelled or kept in the records.
This man’s still-untold story is told here by what record we do have.
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Sleeping-car porters were one of the most recognizable guilds of the
Black Hogan’s Alley community in *Vancouver,” as many porters came
to live there because discrimination limited their options in housing.
Hogan’s Alley was the only place they were allowed to live that offered
proximity to the railway’s terminus. These Black porters played a central
role in the expansion of travel across “Canada,” benefiting the white
settler society of the country. Relegated to Black servitude at the lowest
level of work Iin the railway system, they attended to the needs of white
passengers. The railroads replicated the racist antebellum US South
by featuring the Black porters as servants who were compensated
with the understanding that tips composed a significant portion of their
take-home pay. Jobs as sleeping-car porters were the among the few
options open to the Black men in Canada.

These men—Dbecause these jobs were not available for Black Women —
took up the fight for equal union representation against the backdrop
of deep racism in the union movement. Building on the work started
earlier by Black trade unionists in Canada, they won recognition to be
unionized. Their contributions extended to fighting for a multicultural
society, and for human rights that would eventually move Canada away
from its conception as a white dominion to one that aspires to benefit
Canadians regardless of racialization.

Hope Meets Action mural, 2020 (sixth section)
Anthony Joseph, Vancouver, BC

THE COLLINS BROTHERS
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Leonard Lane fought a long and passionate fight against racial
discrimination in our province. After being refused service on
account of his race in “Vancouver’s” restaurants, Leonard Lane
became a member of the British Columbia Association for the
Advancement of Coloured People. Whether battling the Minister
of Education on racist schoolbooks or taking action against
workplace discrimination, Leonard Lane saw past the affront of
everyday racial aggression to the structural racism that underlies
support systems of oppression in our society. Housing in
Vancouver was, and is, extremely difficult to find for Black tenants

and aspiring homeowners.

Leonard recognized this and opened the first Black credit union in
BC, a branch of the BC Unity Credit Union, in 1959. As a founding
member and treasurer, he led the movement for economic racial
equity and gave access to credit for Black folks and families until
his branch was eventually folded into Vancity credit union in 1971.

Governments and private interests used a variety of formal
and informal methods of housing discrimination to negatively
affect Black home seekers. Hogan’s Alley in Vancouver is a well-
documented example of the use of government-legislated zoning
to discriminate. Other systemic techniques used to disadvantage
Black and racialized communities were redlining, racist housing
covenants that prohibited selling to Black buyers, a retail industry
that steered Black home seekers to poorer investments, and loan
practices that denied them loans.

Hope Meets Action mural, 2020 (third section)
Anthony Joseph, Vancouver, BC
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The Afro-diaspora experience in “British Columbia” can, at times, be
one of isolation. New places and white-centring spaces make cold
winters colder. Because of this we have often sought to establish
our own organizations and communities for support. One such
organization that seeks to combat our erasure by creating a living
history from which all Black Canadians can find belonging is the BC
Black History Awareness Society (BCBHAS).

Black people were brought here, bought here; came here, have been
here for more than 400 years; yet our collective history is largely
ignored In the history books and textbooks. To combat this erasure,
Black history organizations have a recognized presence in most
provinces. The BCBHAS, like these others, has taken up the fight to
ensure that the Black threads woven into the fabric of this country
are acknowledged and respected as an integral part of this country’s
strength and resilience.

This history binds us all as Black people living in so-called “Canada.”
Fran Morrison, the secretary of the BCBHAS, is both an agent and
symbol of our collective connection and identity. Born in Nova Scotia
as a fifth-generation Black Canadian, she is living denial of the myth
of an absence of Black history in Canada. Her paternal ancestors
came to Nova Scotia via the Underground Railroad, settling on the
south shore of Nova Scotia in “Queen’s” County, arriving sometime in
the late 1820s. Her maternal ancestors came during the “American”
Revolution, among an estimated 8,000 to 10,000 escaped slaves —
approximately one-fifth of the total Black American population In
1783 —who fought alongside the British in exchange for their freedom.
At the close of the war, many relocated to Nova Scotia. These
refugees are known as Black Loyalists. Her earliest known ancestors
are Samuel Brothers and his wife, Elizabeth, along with two children,
who are listed in the Carleton Papers, more popularly known as the
Book of Negroes from the book written by Canadian author Lawrence
Hill.

Family of Fran Morrison. “In January 1995 we gathered in Middleton, Nova Scotia, to celebrate
my Dad’s 80th birthday (Stanley Everett Morrison). In this photo are four generations.”
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Black activists, organizers and leaders at
Black Lives Matter protest in Victoria, 2020.
Photograph by Femi.
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Trans and cis Black Women, Black femmes and non-
binary Black folks have always been central to racial justice
activism in BC. Rosemary Brown is a well-known figure for
many reasons, including her prominence in formal spaces.
However, the story of Black activism does not end with her,
but in fact extends deeply across the untold history of those
who acted to disrupt outside the system.

From Carolyn Jerome, sister of renowned BC athlete Harry
Jerome, and her Militant Mothers of Raymur’s CN rail
blockade, to years of Black Lives Matter protests building
up to the wave of protests in the summer of 2020, direct
action and the Hogan’s Alley revival blockade, whenever
given an inch of daylight Black Women have busted open
doors meant to be closed on them.

Ms. Rosemary
Sade Alexis, 2021. Ink and watercolour on paper, 12" x 16" (30 cm x 40.6 cm)

Find more of Sade’s work at sadealexis.com.
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We as Black people have always had to fight for our rights, for our
community and for our story.

From the time we stepped onto Turtle Island, we have fought for the
acknowledgement of our inherent right to freedom and liberation.
From the start of our journey In “British Columbia” we saw the mass
of Black protestors at “Victoria’s” docks, demanding the release
of enslaved boy Charles Mitchell, held captive in 1863. Countless
community organizing and direct-action efforts have been waged,
such as the 1923 mobilization of Hogan’s Alley’s Black community
around Fred Deal, a man whose murder conviction and sentence to
hanging for the death of a white police officer was seen as racially
motivated. As the year of reckoning that was 2020 is an indication,
our voice will not be further silenced.

To this day we grip the handle of our future tighter. We have never
been mistaken about our inalienable right to liberation, and as the
descendants of survivors, we bear the responsibility to keep fighting.

Victoria protest, Nora Hendrix opening
Attendees and leaders of tomorrow at the Black Lives Matter rally Victoria, 2020. Photograph by Femi.

Dr. June Francis of Hogan’s Alley Society speaking at the opening of Nora Hendrix Place,
“Canada’s” first Black-prioritized supportive housing. Photograph by Melanie Green.



